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New Ruritan Club forming in West Bend
Meeting planned
to organize the West Bend Ruritans

At an organizational meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 29 in West Bend State Bank on Webegone Road.  A meeting will begin the process of organizing a Ruritan Club to serve the West Bend community.

Visionland District Clubs –

· Goshdarn (Hollertown)
· Yodel (Stutsman)

· Western City (Hoskins)
· Darkwell
· Fairstant (Dresden)
· Grand View (Dimwit)
· Valley Ridge (Lyons)
· Smoky Branch
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Organizing the New Ruritan Club

A Charter Application for the new club is being held by Bob Barker and Katie Webber.  If interested in becoming a Charter Member of the West Bend Ruritan Club, please contact Bob or Katie and ask to sign the Charter Application – 

Bob (800) 555-1212
Katie (866) 212-1555
Steps to Form a Club
[1] Identify interest to form a new Ruritan Club here
[2] Identify a place to hold organizational meetings

[3] Meet with interested citizens to explain organizational process

[4] Obtain signatures of 16 or more committed citizens
[5] Schedule 2nd meeting to complete the organizational meeting

[6] Schedule Charter Night meeting to form the club.




Organizational Meetingtc "Organizational Meeting"
Information and Organizational Agendatc "Information and Organizational Agenda"
1. Ruritan – History and Purpose

Founded 1928, in Holland, Virginia.

· Has grown to almost  1,100 clubs in 23 
states

· Purpose is to make each community a 
better place in which to live

· Works to create a better understanding 
among people of the community and strives to organize leadership to improve social and economic conditions.


Cooperates with other organizations and 
institutions dedicated to this purpose.

2. Organizational Structure

All Ruritan clubs affiliated with and 
chartered by Ruritan National, operating under a constitution approved by the national organization.

· Officers and Board are elected by each
club to administer the affairs of that club.

· Clubs are assigned to Districts
representing a specific geographic area.

· Club delegates elect District officers and
cabinet to administer District affairs.

· Club delegates elect National officers 
and Directors at National Convention.

· National officers and directors set
policies and provide support to clubs and districts.

3. Club Membership and Attendance

Meetings of approximately 1 1/2-half

hours are held monthly and consist of three distinct parts:
Meal and fellowship

Club business
Entertainment and/or informational

program.


Attendance is not compulsory, but 
generally four absences without cause are considered to be a sign of loss of interest and therefore grounds for removal from club rolls.

4. Finances

Dues are set by each club and depend
largely on the cost of meals at meetings.

· Clubs pay Ruritan National dues each 
quarter from the members dues.

· A one-time $5 Charter Fee is paid by 
each Charter Member. Fees collected in excess of the Club Charter Fee ($50) remain in club treasury.

· Ruritan National and club constitutions
prohibit the collection of funds and/or assessments from members for any purpose. 

· Ruritan National dues provide the 
following: 


Subscription to the RURITAN magazine,
tax-exempt status, liability insurance, training and other support services.

5. Chartering


Sixteen signatures are required on a
Charter Application.

· New clubs pay a one-time $50 Charter 
Fee.

· Charter Application and fee are sent to 
Ruritan National.


A charter and supplies for club 
operations are returned to the new club for presentation at the club’s Charter Meeting. 

6. Organizational Decision

Following a question and answer period, 

the group will entertain a motion that a Ruritan club be formed.

· Given a favorable response, elect a 
temporary president and temporary secretary. (In many situations a follow-up meeting will be necessary to allow time for collection of the necessary 16 signatures.)

· If a follow-up meeting is necessary, leave 
Charter Application with temporary president, otherwise mail completed form and fee to Ruritan National. 
VISIONLAND DISTRICT TO SPONSOR NEW RURITAN CLUB


District Governor John McQuenty of Pole Green, has announced that the Visionland District Ruritan Clubs will sponsor the formation of the new club, train and work with club leaders, attend club meetings and  support the new club for 12 or more months after it becomes an official Ruritan Club.








This is Ruritan


Ruritan, a national organization with patriotic American ideals, began in Holland, Virginia in 1928.  The Ruritan mission of improving communities and building a better America through fellowship, Good Will and Community Service has touched thousands of lives in a positive way.


Today, Ruritan is a vibrant organization serving both rural and urban communities.  Ruritan membership is by invitation from a local club.  Membership represents a cross-section of a community in which the club serves.


Club Activities


• Festivals, food and clothing drives


• College scholarships


• Youth groups – Scouting, 4-H, Little League.


• Donating “Rudy Ruritan” teddy bears to emergency personnel to comfort children after traumatic experiences.


• Civic improvements to enhance the quality of life. 





For more details – look on back








